SUMMARY A thirty nine year old woman presented with ischaemic chest pain caused by a saccular aneurysm of the left coronary sinus of Valsalva. Over the next two weeks there was rapid dilatation of the aneurysm which led to left coronary artery compression and death from a massive myocardial infarction. It is suggested that early repair should be considered in patients with saccular aneurysm at this site, but only in the context of other management priorities.
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We report a patient in whom expansion of a saccular aneurysm of the left coronary sinus of Valsalva over a few days caused direct compression of the left main coronary artery, myocardial infarction, and death due to cardiogenic shock. We wish to draw attention to the need for prompt diagnosis of this condition and to suggest that early surgical repair of sinus of Valsalva saccular aneurysm at this site should be considered since a delay of even a few days can prove fatal.
Case report
A 39 year old black woman was admitted to hospital for evaluation of symptoms of chest tightness. Weber-Christian disease had been diagnosed by skin biopsy 16 years previously. Nine months before admission she had been treated elsewhere for a breast abscess which yielded coagulase negative staphylococci when it was drained. Antibiotics had been given for 10 
